
M
ark

 R
e
y
n
o
ld

s 

S
erm

o
n
: “T

ran
sfo

rm
ativ

e F
o
rg

iv
en

ess” 

P
reach

ed
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

4
, 2

0
0
8
 

D
u
n
d
ee U

n
ited

 M
eth

o
d
ist C

h
u
rch

 

T
ex

t: M
atth

ew
 1

8
: 2

1
-3

5
 (N

R
S

V
) 

  
In

 th
e g

o
sp

el o
f M

atth
ew

, ch
ap

ter 1
8
, th

e A
p
o
stle P

eter p
o
ses a q

u
estio

n
 to

 Jesu
s: “L

o
rd

, 

if an
o
th

er m
em

b
er o

f th
e ch

u
rch

 sin
s ag

ain
st m

e, h
o
w

 o
ften

 sh
o
u
ld

 I fo
rg

iv
e? A

s m
an

y
 as sev

en
 

tim
es?

” Jesu
s rep

lies, “N
o
t sev

en
 tim

es, b
u
t, I tell y

o
u
, sev

en
ty

-sev
en

 tim
es.” In

 effect, Jesu
s is 

say
in

g
 th

at th
ere is n

o
 lim

it to
 fo

rg
iv

en
ess. W

e n
ev

er g
et to

 a p
o
in

t w
h

ere w
e sa

y
, “E

n
o
u

g
h

! I 

w
ill n

ever fo
rg

iv
e y

o
u
 ag

ain
.” W

h
y
?
 B

ecau
se th

is is n
o
t th

e w
ay

 th
at G

o
d
 treats u

s. S
in

ce G
o
d
 

g
en

ero
u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
es u

s w
ith

o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 sco

re, w
e w

h
o
 receiv

e G
o
d
’s fo

rg
iv

en
ess sh

o
u
ld

 

g
en

ero
u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
e o

th
ers w

ith
o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 sco

re. In
 fact, G

o
d
’s fo

rg
iv

en
ess is n

o
t so

m
eth

in
g
 w

e 

can
 tru

ly
 receiv

e w
ith

o
u
t b

ein
g
 fu

n
d
am

en
tally

 ch
an

g
ed

 fro
m

 th
e in

sid
e o

u
t.  

 
I w

o
u
ld

 lik
e u

s to
 co

n
sid

er tw
o
 sto

ries th
is m

o
rn

in
g
 as w

e reflect o
n
 th

e q
u

estio
n
: W

h
at 

k
in

d
 o

f a p
erso

n
 d

o
 I w

an
t to

 b
e?

 T
h
e first sto

ry
 w

e w
ill co

n
sid

er is th
e p

arab
le o

f th
e 

u
n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t th

at w
as read

 earlier, an
d
 it p

ain
ts a p

ictu
re o

f th
e k

in
d

 o
f p

erso
n
 th

at G
o
d
 

d
o
es n

o
t w

an
t u

s to
 b

e. T
h
e seco

n
d
 is a co

n
tem

p
o
rary

 sto
ry

 o
f fo

rg
iv

en
ess b

etw
een

 a fath
er an

d
 a 

so
n
 th

at illu
strates th

e k
in

d
 o

f p
erso

n
 th

at G
o
d
 d

o
es w

an
t u

s to
 b

e.   

 
H

ear ag
ain

 th
e acco

u
n
t o

f th
e u

n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t. A

s th
e sto

ry
 b

eg
in

s, w
e learn

 o
f a ru

ler 

w
h
o
 d

ecid
es to

 settle h
is acco

u
n
ts w

ith
 so

m
e o

f th
e p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 w

o
rk

 fo
r h

im
. F

irst, h
e d

eals w
ith

 

a m
an

 w
h
o
 o

w
es h

im
 an

 o
u
trag

eo
u
s su

m
 o

f m
o
n
ey

: 1
0
,0

0
0
 talen

ts. In
 o

rd
er to

 see th
e en

o
rm

ity
 

o
f th

is d
eb

t, it is h
elp

fu
l to

 co
n
sid

er th
at K

in
g
 H

ero
d
’s an

n
u
al o

p
eratin

g
 b

u
d
g
et w

as o
n
ly

 9
0
0
 

talen
ts! S

o
 th

is m
an

 o
w

ed
 m

o
re th

an
 ten

 tim
es w

h
at K

in
g
 H

ero
d
 h

ad
 at h

is d
isp

o
sal to

 ru
n
 h

is 

reg
io

n
 o

f th
e R

o
m

an
 E

m
p
ire fo

r a y
ear. Jesu

s is try
in

g
 to

 m
ak

e clear th
at th

is d
eb

t is im
p
o
ssib

le 

to
 p

ay
, m

u
ch

 lik
e th

e d
eb

t in
cu

rred
 b

y
 o

u
r sin

. A
fter th

e ru
ler o

rd
ers th

at all th
is m

an
’s p

ro
p
erty

 

b
e so

ld
 an

d
 th

at h
is fam

ily
 b

e so
ld

 in
to

 slav
ery

, th
e serv

an
t falls o

n
 h

is k
n
ees an

d
 b

eg
s fo

r m
o
re 

tim
e to

 p
ay

 h
is d

eb
t. S

u
rp

risin
g
ly

, th
e ru

ler h
as co

m
p
assio

n
 o

n
 th

e serv
an

t an
d
 g

iv
es m

o
re th

an
 is 

req
u
ested

. H
e d

o
es n

o
t sim

p
ly

 o
ffer th

e serv
an

t m
o
re tim

e to
 p

a
y
 o

ff th
e d

eb
t, b

u
t co

m
p
letely

 

fo
rg

iv
es th

e d
eb

t!   

 
S

h
o
rtly

 th
ereafter, th

is sam
e serv

an
t en

co
u
n
ters a m

an
 w

h
o
 o

w
es h

im
 1

0
0
 d

en
arii. O

n
e 

d
en

ariu
s w

as an
 o

rd
in

ary
 d

ay
’s w

ag
e. S

o
 th

is w
as a su

b
stan

tial b
u
t p

ay
ab

le d
eb

t, u
n
lik

e th
e 

1
0
,0

0
0
 talen

ts th
e first serv

an
t o

w
ed

, w
h
ich

 w
as eq

u
al to

 5
0
 m

illio
n
 d

en
arii! Im

m
ed

iately
 th

e 

first serv
an

t b
eco

m
es stern

 an
d
 d

em
an

d
s rep

a
y
m

en
t. T

h
e seco

n
d
 serv

an
t falls o

n
 h

is k
n
ees an

d
 

b
eg

s fo
r m

o
re tim

e to
 p

ay
 th

e d
eb

t. B
u
t in

stead
 o

f sh
o
w

in
g
 th

e sam
e m

erc
y
 h

e h
ad

 receiv
ed

 fro
m

 

th
e ru

ler, th
e first serv

an
t o

rd
ers th

e seco
n
d
 serv

an
t to

 b
e th

ro
w

n
 in

to
 jail u

n
til h

is fam
ily

 is ab
le 

to
 w

o
rk

 o
ff h

is d
eb

t.  

 
E

v
en

tu
ally

 th
e ru

ler g
ets w

in
d
 o

f th
e first serv

an
t’s g

reed
y
 actio

n
s. C

o
n
fro

n
tin

g
 th

e 

u
n
g
en

ero
u
s m

an
 h

e ask
s a p

o
in

ted
 q

u
estio

n
: “o

u
g
h
t y

o
u
 n

o
t to

 h
av

e sh
o
w

n
 m

erc
y
 to

 y
o
u
r fello

w
 

serv
an

t ju
st as I h

av
e sh

o
w

ed
 m

erc
y
 to

 y
o
u
?
” T

h
en

 h
e co

n
d
em

n
s th

e first serv
an

t to
 b

e to
rtu

red
 

u
n
til h

is d
eb

t is p
aid

 in
 fu

ll. Jesu
s co

n
clu

d
es th

e tellin
g
 o

f th
is sto

ry
 b

y
 sa

y
in

g
, “T

h
at is h

o
w

 m
y
 

H
eav

en
ly

 F
ath

er w
ill d

eal w
ith

 y
o
u
, u

n
less y

o
u
 each

 fo
rg

iv
e y

o
u

r b
ro

th
er fro

m
 y

o
u
r h

earts.”          

 
T

h
is sto

ry
 is easier to

 h
ear if w

e treat it as a ch
ild

ren
’s fab

le th
at illu

strates a co
m

m
o
n
ly

 

accep
ted

 m
o
ral p

rin
cip

le—
b
e fo

rg
iv

in
g
. In

d
eed

, th
is sto

ry
 d

o
es h

elp
 rein

fo
rce Jesu

s’ teach
in

g
 in

 

M
atth

ew
 7

, “In
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 d

o
 to

 o
th

ers as y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
em

 d
o
 to

 y
o
u
.” B

u
t th

e real p
o
w

er 

o
f th

is sto
ry

 is lo
st if w

e u
se it to

 d
istill a tru

ism
 in

 th
e sterilized

 lan
g
u
ag

e o
f m

o
ral p

recep
ts. It is 
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also
 easier to

 h
ear th

is sto
ry

 if w
e fo

cu
s o

n
 an

o
th

er p
erso

n
, p

erh
ap

s so
m

eo
n

e w
e d

o
n
’t lik

e, 

im
ag

in
in

g
 th

em
 to

 b
e th

e u
n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t an

d
 g

ettin
g
 th

eir d
u
e. B

u
t th

e sto
ry

 g
ain

s its real 

fo
rce w

h
en

 w
e read

 it as if lo
o
k
in

g
 in

to
 a m

irro
r. W

h
en

 h
av

e w
e acted

 lik
e th

e u
n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 

serv
an

t?
 W

h
en

 h
av

e w
e refu

sed
 to

 let so
m

eo
n
e o

ff th
e h

o
o
k
 w

h
o
 h

as o
ffen

d
ed

 u
s, d

esp
ite th

e fact 

th
at G

o
d
 h

as fo
rg

iv
en

 (an
d
 co

n
tin

u
es to

 fo
rg

iv
e) o

u
r m

o
st en

tren
ch

ed
 sin

?
 W

e m
u
st sq

u
arely

 face 

th
e q

u
estio

n
: D

o
 I w

an
t to

 b
e lik

e th
e u

n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t?

  

 
If w

e are g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e g

en
u
in

ely
 C

h
ristian

 th
en

 th
e an

sw
er m

u
st b

e “N
o
,” b

ecau
se th

e 

d
esire an

d
 ab

ility
 to

 fo
rg

iv
e is “a C

h
ristian

's b
irth

m
ark

—
a sig

n
 th

at w
e h

av
e b

een
 b

o
rn

 an
ew

 

sp
iritu

ally
. T

o
 b

e a C
h
ristian

 is to
 b

e fo
rg

iv
en

. T
o
 b

e a C
h
ristian

 is also
 to

 b
e so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o
 

fo
rg

iv
es.”

1 W
h
en

 w
e claim

 th
e n

am
e o

f Jesu
s an

d
 act lik

e th
e u

n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t th

en
 w

e 

d
ish

o
n
o
r G

o
d
 an

d
 lie to

 o
u
rselv

es.  

 
N

o
w

 let u
s co

n
sid

er a seco
n
d
 sto

ry
, o

n
e o

f aw
ak

en
in

g
, fo

rg
iv

en
ess, an

d
 reco

n
ciliatio

n
, 

o
n
e th

at g
iv

es u
s a g

lim
p
se o

f th
e k

in
d
 o

f p
erso

n
 th

at G
o
d
 w

a
n
ts u

s to
 b

e. 2 

 
O

n
ce th

ere w
as a m

an
 w

h
o
 w

as o
ld

 an
d
 sick

. H
e called

 h
is o

n
ly

 so
n
 to

 h
is b

ed
sid

e an
d
 

said
, “I k

n
o
w

 th
at I w

as n
o
t th

e b
est fath

er w
h

en
 y

o
u
 w

ere g
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
, b

u
t I h

ad
 a p

o
o
r ex

am
p
le 

fro
m

 m
y
 fath

er. H
e w

as m
o
re in

terested
 in

 m
ak

in
g
 m

o
n
e
y
 th

an
 sp

en
d
in

g
 tim

e w
ith

 m
e. B

efo
re h

e 

d
ied

 h
e ask

ed
 fo

r m
y
 fo

rg
iv

en
ess, an

d
 I g

av
e it to

 h
im

. H
o
w

ev
er, I m

ad
e th

e sam
e m

istak
e w

ith
 

y
o

u
. I sp

en
t to

o
 m

u
ch

 tim
e w

o
rk

in
g
 lo

n
g
 h

o
u

rs an
d
 n

o
t en

o
u
g
h
 tim

e w
ith

 y
o

u
. N

o
w

 I am
 o

ld
 an

d
 

sick
 an

d
 I am

 ask
in

g
 y

o
u
 as m

y
 fath

er ask
ed

 o
f m

e: W
ill y

o
u
 p

lease fo
rg

iv
e m

e?
 U

n
lik

e m
y
 

fath
er, I d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t y

o
u
 to

 w
ait u

n
til I d

ie to
 sh

are in
 all th

at I h
av

e. I can
 n

o
 lo

n
g
er ru

n
 m

y
 

b
u
sin

ess, b
u
t y

o
u
 an

d
 y

o
u
r w

ife are cap
ab

le. I w
ill g

iv
e y

o
u
 m

y
 b

u
sin

ess n
o
w

, an
d
 all th

at I ask
 

is th
at y

o
u
 tak

e care o
f m

e u
n
til I d

ie.”  

 
H

is so
n
 n

o
d
d
ed

, n
o
t sh

arin
g
 w

h
at w

as in
 h

is h
eart. H

e an
d
 h

is w
ife m

o
v

ed
 in

to
 h

is 

fath
er’s h

o
u
se an

d
 to

o
k
 th

e fin
est ro

o
m

 fo
r th

em
selv

es, m
o
v
in

g
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 to
 a sm

all an
d
 sp

arse 

b
ed

ro
o
m

 in
 th

e b
ack

 o
f th

e h
o
u
se. L

ittle b
y
 little, th

ey
 to

o
k
 m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re aw

a
y
 fro

m
 th

e o
ld

 

m
an

. T
h
e
y
 so

ld
 h

is fin
e clo

th
es, ch

erish
ed

 b
o
o
k
s, an

d
 m

o
st v

alu
ab

le p
o
ssessio

n
s an

d
 k

ep
t th

e 

m
o
n
ey

 fo
r th

em
selv

es. T
h
e o

ld
 m

an
 w

o
re rag

s, an
d
 b

ecau
se th

e
y
 w

ere ash
am

ed
 o

f h
im

 th
ey

 

m
ad

e h
im

 stay
 in

 h
is ro

o
m

 w
h
en

 p
eo

p
le cam

e fo
r v

isits an
d
 p

arties. E
v
en

tu
ally

, th
e
y
 m

o
v
ed

 th
e 

o
ld

 m
an

 in
to

 th
e b

arn
 w

h
ere h

e slep
t in

 a co
rn

er in
 h

is o
ld

 rag
s. S

o
o
n
 th

e m
an

 an
d
 h

is w
ife ev

en
 

fo
rg

o
t th

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
as aliv

e.  

 
B

u
t th

eir so
n
 d

id
 n

o
t fo

rg
et ab

o
u
t h

is g
ran

d
fath

er. E
v
ery

 d
a
y
 after sch

o
o
l th

e b
o

y
 w

o
u
ld

 

sn
eak

 in
to

 th
e b

arn
 to

 sp
en

d
 tim

e w
ith

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
. T

h
e g

ran
d
fath

er h
eld

 th
e b

o
y
 clo

se an
d
 to

ld
 

h
im

 sto
ries, n

ev
er sa

y
in

g
 a n

eg
ativ

e w
o

rd
 ab

o
u
t h

is p
aren

ts. B
u
t th

e b
o

y
 so

m
etim

es p
lay

ed
 alo

n
e 

b
ecau

se h
is fath

er rarely
 sp

en
t tim

e w
ith

 h
is so

n
. O

n
e d

a
y
 as th

e fath
er w

as ru
sh

in
g
 o

ff to
 w

o
rk

 

h
e n

o
ticed

 th
e ch

ild
 m

o
v
in

g
 rag

s an
d
 b

lan
k

ets fro
m

 o
n
e p

ile to
 an

o
th

er.  

 
“W

h
at are y

o
u
 d

o
in

g
?
” ask

ed
 th

e fath
er.        

 
“W

ell,” said
 th

e so
n
, “I tak

e so
m

e fin
e b

lan
k
ets fro

m
 th

e h
o
u
se an

d
 p

u
t th

em
 in

 o
n
e p

ile. 

I tak
e d

irty
 rag

s an
d
 p

u
t th

em
 in

 an
o
th

er.” 

 
“W

h
y
 d

o
 y

o
u
 p

la
y
 th

is g
am

e?
” ask

ed
 th

e fath
er. 

                                                 
1 B

rad
 B

rax
to

n
, “W

h
at to

 D
o

 W
h
en

 Y
o

u
’v

e B
een

 M
essed

 O
v
er,” 3

0
 G

o
o
d

 M
in

u
te

s (D
ecem

b
er 1

6
, 2

0
0

7
), 

h
ttp

://w
w

w
.c

sec.o
rg

/csec
/serm

o
n
/b

rax
to

n
_

5
1

1
0

.h
tm

.  
2 T

h
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 sto

ry
 is ad

ap
te

d
 fro

m
 “T

h
e F

o
rg

iv
in

g
 R

u
ler an

d
 th

e U
n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 S

erv
a
n
t,”

 T
h

e
 S

to
ry

te
lle

r’s 

C
o

m
p

a
n

io
n

 to
 th

e
 B

ib
le

: T
h

e P
a

ra
b

le
s o

f J
e
su

s, D
en

n
is E

. S
m

ith
 a

n
d

 M
ich

ael E
. W

illia
m

s, ed
s. (N

ash
v
ille: 

A
b

in
g
d

o
n
, 2

0
0

6
) 7

1
-7

2
. I p

arap
h
rase th

e sto
ry

 as it is reco
rd

ed
 in

 th
is tex

t, b
u

t ad
d

 n
e
w

 e
n

d
in

g
 in

 o
rd

er to
 m

ak
e th

e 

p
o

in
t th

at fo
rg

iv
en

e
ss is an

 o
n

g
o

in
g
 task

 fo
r th

e C
h
ristia

n
.  



M
ark

 R
e
y
n
o
ld

s 
3
 

 
“O

h
, I am

 p
racticin

g
 fo

r w
h
en

 I am
 a m

an
 lik

e y
o

u
. I w

ill h
av

e th
ese v

ery
 fin

e, w
arm

 

b
lan

k
ets, an

d
 I w

ill sav
e th

ese d
irty

 rag
s, lik

e th
e o

n
es g

ran
d
fath

er h
as, fo

r y
o
u
.” 

 
T

h
e m

an
 im

m
ed

iately
 realized

 h
o
w

 h
e h

ad
 m

istreated
 h

is fath
er an

d
 set a p

o
o
r ex

am
p
le 

fo
r h

is so
n
. W

ith
 tears in

 h
is ey

es th
e fath

er sw
ep

t h
is so

n
 in

to
 h

is arm
s an

d
 w

en
t to

 fin
d
 h

is 

fath
er in

 th
e b

arn
. H

e b
eg

g
ed

, “F
ath

er p
lease fo

rg
iv

e m
e. I h

av
e b

een
 so

 selfish
.” T

h
e o

ld
 m

an
 

fo
rg

av
e h

im
 w

ith
o
u
t h

esitatio
n
. W

eep
in

g
, th

e
y
 all retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e h
o
u
se. O

n
ce in

sid
e a q

u
estio

n
 

b
eg

an
 to

 g
n
aw

 o
n
 th

e so
n

’s m
in

d
, an

d
 so

 h
e ask

ed
, “F

ath
er, h

o
w

 w
as it th

at y
o

u
 co

u
ld

 fo
rg

iv
e m

e 

so
 q

u
ick

ly
 w

ith
o
u
t a trace o

f b
ittern

ess o
r reserv

atio
n
?
” W

ith
 ten

d
er e

y
es, th

e fath
er rep

lied
, “I 

d
id

 n
o
t w

ait fo
r y

o
u
 to

 co
m

e ask
in

g
 fo

r fo
rg

iv
en

ess b
efo

re I o
ffered

 it. R
ath

er, ev
ery

 tim
e y

o
u
 

to
o
k
 so

m
eth

in
g
 fro

m
 m

e an
d
 p

u
sh

ed
 m

e farth
er aw

a
y
 I rem

em
b
ered

 m
y
 o

w
n
 w

ro
n

g
 d

o
in

g
 

to
w

ard
 y

o
u
 an

d
 ask

ed
 G

o
d
 to

 fo
rg

iv
e m

e as I fo
rg

av
e y

o
u
. E

v
ery

 tim
e y

o
u
 m

istreated
 m

e I 

su
rren

d
ered

 th
e h

o
stility

 an
d
 n

eg
ativ

ity
 to

 G
o
d
 an

d
 sh

o
w

ed
 y

o
u
 th

e co
m

p
assio

n
 th

at I h
o
p
ed

 o
n

e 

d
ay

 y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 m
e.”     

 
W

e all start o
u
t lik

e th
e u

n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t an

d
 th

e so
n
 w

h
o
 m

istreats h
is fath

er. W
e all 

start o
u
t as th

o
se in

 n
eed

 o
f fo

rg
iv

en
ess. B

u
t w

h
en

 w
e ex

p
erien

ce G
o
d
’s fo

rg
iv

en
ess it sh

o
u
ld

 

tran
sfo

rm
 u

s in
to

 g
en

ero
u
s fo

rg
iv

ers. W
h
en

 w
e co

m
e face to

 face w
ith

 th
e u

g
lin

ess o
f o

u
r w

ro
n

g
 

d
o
in

g
 an

d
 feel its u

n
b
earab

le w
eig

h
t o

n
 o

u
r sh

o
u
ld

ers, an
d
 th

en
 ex

p
erien

ce—
really

 ex
p
erien

ce—

G
o
d
’s fo

rg
iv

en
ess an

d
 release fro

m
 g

u
ilt, th

en
 w

e realize th
at w

e m
u
st fo

rg
iv

e o
th

ers w
h
o
 h

av
e 

h
u
rt u

s an
d
 m

ak
e am

en
d
s fo

r th
e th

in
g
s w

e h
av

e d
o
n
e to

 h
u
rt o

th
ers. T

h
e reco

n
ciliatio

n
 

acco
m

p
lish

ed
 b

y
 G

o
d
 fo

r u
s is in

ten
d
ed

 to
 lead

 to
 reco

n
ciliatio

n
 b

etw
een

 u
s, an

d
 G

o
d
 d

o
es th

is 

b
y
 ch

an
g
in

g
 u

s fro
m

 b
lin

d
 an

d
 b

itter sco
re k

eep
ers to

 g
en

ero
u
s an

d
 free fo

rg
iv

ers.  

 
W

h
o
 d

o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 b
e th

is m
o
rn

in
g
?
 D

o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 b
e lik

e th
e u

n
fo

rg
iv

in
g
 serv

an
t o

f 

th
e first sto

ry
, w

h
o
 refu

ses to
 sh

o
w

 th
e sam

e m
ercy

 h
e h

ad
 receiv

ed
?
 O

r d
o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 b
e lik

e 

th
e fath

er in
 th

e seco
n
d
 sto

ry
 th

at realizes h
is o

w
n
 w

ro
n

g
 d

o
in

g
, seek

s fo
rg

iv
en

ess, an
d
 th

en
 

g
en

ero
u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
es in

 retu
rn

?
 Jesu

s is clear: as th
o
se w

h
o
 h

av
e b

een
 fo

rg
iv

en
, w

e m
u
st also

 

fo
rg

iv
e; ju

st as G
o
d
 g

en
ero

u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
es u

s w
ith

o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 sco

re, w
e sh

o
u
ld

 g
en

ero
u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
e 

o
th

ers w
ith

o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 sco

re. T
o
 b

e a C
h
ristian

 m
ean

s to
 b

e fo
rg

iv
en

. W
e u

su
ally

 g
et th

is m
u
ch

 

rig
h
t. B

u
t to

 b
e a C

h
ristian

 also
 m

ean
s to

 b
e a p

erso
n
 w

h
o
 g

en
ero

u
sly

 fo
rg

iv
es. L

isten
 to

 Jesu
s: 

B
e m

ercifu
l as y

o
u
r H

eav
en

ly
 F

ath
er is m

ercifu
l. A

m
en

.  


